148               DISTRESS   OF   THE   COLONISTS.

The necessity of an acquiescence in this decree
being* by common consent allowed, no farther
opposition was offered by the natives, and the
usual interchange of presents having been effected,
the colonists resumed their labours with increased
zeal and confidence.

On the 26th of April, the colonists took formal
possession of the Cape, but unfortunately so much
time had been lost in contesting with the natives,
that, notwithstanding all their industry, the rainy
and tornado season set in while the dwelling-
houses were still roofless. In the island sickness
began to make terrible ravages; both the Agents
were among the sufferers, and it was soon evident,
that unless a removal from their insalubrious situa-
tion should be speedily effected, the consequences
would be finally fatal. Nor was this their only
trial, for in the midst of this appalling visitation,
the gaunt spectre famine reared its ghastly head,
and threatened them with new terrors. In cir-
cumstances so dispiriting, where despair seemed
about to crash the weakened energies of the la-
bourers, and where nothing but activity could
preserve them from the loss of life ; it was perhaps
more honourable to Dr. Ayres' benevolence than
to his policy, that he proposed to convey the set-
tlers back to Sierra Leone. It is, however, a fact
worthy of record, as well as of admiration, that
only a small part of the emigrants embraced
this proposal. The rest, consisting of twenty-six